A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH
Part 2: “Well That Doesn’t Make Sense”

“Very early that Sunday morning, the women made their way to
the tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared. Among them
were Mary Magdalene; Joanna, and Mary, Jesus’ mother. Arriving
at the tomb they discovered that the huge stone covering the
entrance had been rolled aside, so they went in to look. But the
tomb was empty. The body of Jesus was gone! They stood there,
stunned and perplexed. Suddenly two men in dazzling white
robes shining like lightning appeared above them. Terrified, the
women fell to the ground on their faces. The men in white said to
them, “Why would you look for the living One in a tomb? He is not
here, for he has risen! Have you forgotten what he said to you
while he was still in Galilee: “The Son of Man is destined to be
handed over to sinful men to be nailed to a cross, and on the third
day he will rise again’?’ All at once they remembered his
words. Leaving the tomb, they went to break the news to the
Eleven and to all the others of what they had seen and heard.
When the disciples heard the testimony of the women, it made no
sense, and they were unable to believe what they heard. But
Peter jumped up and ran the entire distance to the tomb to see for
himself. Stooping down, he looked inside and discovered it was
empty! There was only the linen sheet lying there. Staggered by
this, he walked away, wondering what it meant.” Luke 24:1-12
(TPT)




IF THE REASON FOR EASTER IS EVER GOING
TO MAKE SENSE TO ME, | NEED TO...

1....STOP WHAT’S MEANT

“From then on Jesus began to clearly reveal to his disciples that
he was destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer injustice from
the elders, leading priests, and religious scholars. He also
explained that he would be killed and three days later be
raised to life again. Peter took him aside to correct him
privately. He reprimanded Jesus over and over, saying to
him, ‘God forbid, Master! Spare yourself. You must never let
this happen to you!’ Jesus turned to Peterand said, ‘Get out
of my way, you Satan! You are an offense to me, because
your thoughts are only filled with man’s viewpoints and not
with the ways of God.”” Matthew 16:21-23 (TPT)

‘Let me make this clear: A single grain of wheat will never be
more than a single grain of wheat unless it drops into the
ground and dies. Because then it sprouts and produces a
great harvest of wheat—all because one grain died.” John
12:24 (TPT)

2. ...START MY LIFE LIKE | JUST ouT
OF MY OWN

“Sharing in his death by our baptism means that we were
co-buried and entombed with him, so that when the Father’s
glory raised Christ from the dead, we were also raised with
him. We have been co-resurrected with him so that we could
be empowered to walk in the freshness of new life.” Romans
6:4 (TPT)




“Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If you truly want to follow me,
you should at once completely reject and disown your own
life. And you must be willing to share my cross and
experience it as your own, as you continually surrender to
my ways. For if you choose self-sacrifice and lose your lives
for my glory, you will continually discover true life. But if you
choose to keep your lives for yourselves, you will forfeit what
you try to keep. For even if you were to gain all the wealth
and power of this world with everything it could offer you—at
the cost of your own life—what good would that be? And
what could be more valuable to you than your own soul?””
Matthew 16:24-26 (TPT)




