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THE ENEMY IS MORE LIKELY TO 
ATTACK WHAT GOD IS DOING IN MY 

LIFE BY... 

1. ...USING A THOUSAND __________________ FROM 
SOMEONE I ________, THAN THE __________ OF 
SOMEONE I DON’T. 

“We worked early and late, from sunrise to sunset. And 
half the men were always on guard. I also told everyone 
living outside the walls to stay in Jerusalem. That way they 
and their servants could help with guard duty at night and 
work during the day. During this time, none of us—not I, 
nor my relatives, nor my servants, nor the guards who 
were with me—ever took off our clothes. We carried our 
weapons with us at all times, even when we went for 
water.”  

Nehemiah 4:21-23 (NLT) 

“About this time some of the men and their wives raised a 
cry of protest against their fellow Jews. They were saying, 
‘We have such large families. We need more food to 
survive.’ Others said, ‘We have mortgaged our fields, 
vineyards, and homes to get food during the famine.’ And 
others said, ‘We have had to borrow money on our fields 
and vineyards to pay our taxes. We belong to the same 
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family as those who are wealthy, and our children are just 
like theirs. Yet we must sell our children into slavery just to 
get enough money to live. We have already sold some of 
our daughters, and we are helpless to do anything about 
it, for our fields and vineyards are already mortgaged to 
others.’”  

Nehemiah 5:1-5 (NLT) 

“I am pleading with all of you, brothers and sisters, to keep 
up your guard against anyone who is causing conflicts and 
enticing others with teachings contrary to what you have 
already learned. If there are people like that in your 
churches, stay away from them. These kinds of people are 
not truly serving our Lord Jesus the Anointed; they have 
devoted their lives to satisfying their own appetites. With 
smooth talking and a well-rehearsed blessing, they lead a 
lot of unsuspecting people down the wrong path.”  

Romans 16:17-18 (TVB) 

2. ...HOLDING A WHOLE COMMUNITY ______________ 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF __________. 

“When I heard their complaints, I was very angry. After 
thinking it over, I spoke out against these nobles and 
officials. I told them, ‘You are hurting your own relatives by 
charging interest when they borrow money!’ Then I called 
a public meeting to deal with the problem. At the meeting I 
said to them, ‘We are doing all we can to redeem our 
Jewish relatives who have had to sell themselves to 
pagan foreigners, but you are selling them back into 
slavery again. How often must we redeem them?’ And 
they had nothing to say in their defense. Then I pressed 
further, ‘What you are doing is not right! Should you not 
walk in the fear of our God in order to avoid being mocked 
by enemy nations? I myself, as well as my brothers and 
my workers, have been lending the people money and 
grain, but now let us stop this business of charging 
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interest. You must restore their fields, vineyards, olive 
groves, and homes to them this very day. And repay the 
interest you charged when you lent them money, grain, 
new wine, and olive oil.’”  

Nehemiah 5:6-11 (NLT) 

3. ...TAKING EVERYTHING __________________ 
INSTEAD OF ____________ EVERYTHING I CAN. 

  
“For the entire twelve years that I was governor of Judah
—from the twentieth year to the thirty-second year of the 
reign of King Artaxerxes—neither I nor my officials drew 
on our official food allowance. The former governors, in 
contrast, had laid heavy burdens on the people, 
demanding a daily ration of food and wine, besides forty 
pieces of silver. Even their assistants took advantage of 
the people. But because I feared God, I did not act that 
way. I also devoted myself to working on the wall and 
refused to acquire any land. And I required all my servants 
to spend time working on the wall. I asked for nothing, 
even though I regularly fed 150 Jewish officials at my 
table, besides all the visitors from other lands! The 
provisions I paid for each day included one ox, six choice 
sheep or goats, and a large number of poultry. And every 
ten days we needed a large supply of all kinds of wine. Yet 
I refused to claim the governor’s food allowance because 
the people already carried a heavy burden. Remember, O 
my God, all that I have done for these people, and bless 
me for it.”  

Nehemiah 5:14-19 (NLT) 

“And now, brothers and sisters, we want to tell you what 
God’s grace has done in the churches in Macedonia. 
These believers have been tested by great troubles, and 
they are very poor. But their great joy caused them to be 
very generous in their giving. I can tell you that they gave 
as much as they were able and even more than they could 
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afford. No one told them to do this. It was their idea. But 
they asked us again and again—they begged us to let 
them share in this service for God’s people. And they gave 
in a way that we did not expect: They gave themselves to 
the Lord and to us before they gave their money. This is 
what God wants.”  

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (ERV) 
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