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I CAN SEE THAT I’'M IN THE MIDDLE OF A VERY
REAL GAME OF THRONES WHEN | LOOK AT...

...THE KINGDOMS TRYING TO
ME.

“Then the devil led Jesus to the top of a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and all the wonderful things in them. The devil
said, ‘If you will bow down and worship me, | will give
you all these things.”

Matthew 4:8-9 (ERV)

“Don’t love the world’s ways. Don’t love the world’s
goods. Love of the world squeezes out love for the
Father. Practically everything that goes on in the
world—wanting your own way, wanting everything for
yourself, wanting to appear important—has nothing to
do with the Father. It just isolates you from him. The
world and all its wanting, wanting, wanting is on the
way out—but whoever does what God wants is set for
eternity.”

1 John 2:15-17 (MSG)

...THE KINGDOM TRYING TO
ME.
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“From there he went all over Galilee. He used
synagogues for meeting places and taught people the
truth of God. God'’s kingdom was his theme—that
beqinning right now they were under God’s
government, a good government! He also healed
people of their diseases and of the bad effects of their
bad lives. Word got around the entire Roman province
of Syria. People brought anybody with a sickness,
whether mental, emotional, or physical. Jesus healed
them, one and all. More and more people came, the
momentum gathering. Besides those from Galilee,
crowds came from the ‘Ten Towns’ across the lake,
others up from Jerusalem and Judea, still others from
across the Jordan.”

Matthew 4:23-25 (MSG)

“Bring about Your kingdom. Manifest Your will here on
earth, as it is manifest in heaven.”
Matthew 6:10 (TVB)

“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live
righteously, and he will give you everything you need.”
Matthew 6:33 (NLT)

3. ...BOTH KINGDOMS
WITHIN ME.

“l don’t understand myself at all, for | really want to do
what is right, but | can’t. | do what | don’t want to—
what | hate. | know perfectly well that what | am doing
is wrong, and my bad conscience proves that | agree
with these laws | am breaking. But | can’t help myself
because I'm no longer doing it. It is sin inside me that
is stronger than | am that makes me do these evil
things. | know | am rotten through and through so far
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as my old sinful nature is concerned. No matter which
way | turn | can’t make myself do right. | want to but |
can’t. When | want to do good, | don’t; and when [ try
not to do wrong, | do it anyway. Now if | am doing
what | don’t want to, it is plain where the trouble is: sin
still has me in its evil grasp. It seems to be a fact of
life that when | want to do what is right, | inevitably do
what is wrong. | love to do God’s will so far as my new
nature is concerned; but there is something else deep
within me, in my lower nature, that is at war with my
mind and wins the fight and makes me a slave to the
sin that is still within me. In my mind | want to be
God’s willing servant, but instead | find myself still
enslaved to sin. So you see how it is: my new life tells
me to do right, but the old nature that is still inside me
loves to sin. Oh, what a terrible predicament I'm in!
Who will free me from my slavery to this deadly lower
nature? Thank God! It has been done by Jesus Christ
our Lord. He has set me free.”

Romans 7:15-25 (TLB)




