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GOD Part 4: “The Love of God”
Story of Jonah

“We know how much God loves us, and we have put our
trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in
God, and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our
love grows more perfect...”

1 John 4:16-17a (NLT)

“If someone claims, ‘| have come to know God by
experience,’ yet doesn’'t keep God’s commands, he is a
phony and the truth finds no place in him. But the love of
God will be perfected within the one who obeys God’s
Word. We can be sure that we've truly come to live
in intimacy with God, not just by saying, ‘| am intimate with
God,’ but by walking in the footsteps of Jesus.”

1 John 2:4-6 (TPT)

| AM PERFECTED IN GOD’S LOVE, AS I...

1. ...WALK IN OBEDIENCE.

“Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does
it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or
calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in
danger, or threatened with death?...Nothing in all creation
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that
is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 8:35,39b (NLT)



GOD’S LOVE PURSUES.

“We love because he first loved us.”
1 John 4:19 (NIV)

“This is how we’ve come to understand and experience
love: Christ sacrificed his life for us. This is why we ought
to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be
out for ourselves. If you see some brother or sister in
need and have the means to do something about it but
turn a cold shoulder and do nothing, what happens to
God'’s love? It disappears. And you made it disappear.”

1 John 3:16-17 (MSG)

2. ... LAY DOWN MY LIFE.

Jesus: “The Father loves Me because | am willing to lay
down My life—but | will take it up again. My life cannot be
taken away by anybody else; | am giving it of My own free
will. My authority allows Me to give My life and to take it
again. All this has been commanded by My Father.”

John 10:17-18 (VOICE)

“For even the Son of Man did not come expecting to be
served by everyone, but to serve everyone, and to give
his life as the ransom price in exchange for the salvation
of many.”

Mark 10:45 (TPT)



e GOD’S LOVE PROVIDES

“...So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we
can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus
here in this world. Such love has no fear, because perfect
love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of
punishment, and this shows that we have not fully
experienced his perfect love.”

1 John 4:17b-18 (NLT)

3. ...PRACTICE REPENTANCE

“That is why the Lord says, ‘Turn to me now, while there is
time. Give me your hearts. Come with fasting, weeping,
and mourning. Don’t tear your clothing in your grief, but
tear your hearts instead.” Return to the Lord your God, for
he is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and
filled with unfailing love. He is eager to relent and not

punish.”

Joel 2:12-13 (NLT)

e GOD’S LOVE PARDONS

Jesus: “The people of Nineveh will stand up against this
generation on judgment day and condemn it, for they
repented of their sins at the preaching of Jonah. Now
someone greater than Jonah is here—but you refuse to
repent.”

Matthew 12:41 (NLT)



“Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and
sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom
they have not seen. And he has given us this
command: Anyone who loves God must also love their
brother and sister.”

1 John 4:20-21 (NIV)

4. ... LOVE PEOPLE.

e GOD’S LOVE IS PASSIONATE

“And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the
blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s
condemnation. For since our friendship with God was
restored by the death of his Son while we were still his
enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his

Son. So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new
relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has
made us friends of God.

Romans 5:9-11 (NLT)



